


database, one could alternatively acquire the items in one line of Table 2. Over the lifetime of the map, for example,
the cost of a detailed geologic map and database could be offset if the map and database were used to eliminate the
need for 5 large infiltration ponds by identifying promising areas for local on-site infiltration, or if it saved a municipality
the need to engage in one less lawsuit.

How can we quantify the benefits to our funders of having better geologic data and better educated clients to
work with? Ultimately, are these new geologic products worth their cost?

Table 2. Equivalent cost of one 7.5 x 15°, 1:12-000-scale geologic map and database.

Number Item (each line represents approximately $500,000)

2 Stream habitat restoration projects

2 Contaminant investigation studies (i.e. Remedial Investigation or addenda)

2 Reconnaissance level route selection studies (tunnels, major utility line work, etc)

5 Large infiltration ponds

5 Municipal water or reinjection wells

3 Groundwater models

3 Planning level siting for critical facilities, avoiding geologically hazardous areas

10 First-order groundwater level reconnaissance

2 Evaluation of critical areas delineations

0.2 Litigation regarding landslide-prone area based on old geologic mapping

priceless Time savings for City Engineers not having to go to hard copy archives to find subsurface
information from adjacent or nearby projects; time savings for consultants to gather more
detailed background information about project site by reviewing readily accessible subsurface
data and detailed geologic map; improved geologic understanding
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